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Why Christ calls us to worship
Easter services are usually well attended, but what about other
weeks? What draws you to worship on an “average” Sunday, and
what might Jesus have in store for people in the pews?
Consider this from Pastor Charles Aaron: “Did we come to church
this morning thinking it was a safe thing to do? Did we come
with some expectation of receiving a blessing, a bit of comfort,
but no real challenge? Did we think about the possibility that
encountering Jesus would rearrange our lives, explode our
priorities, cause us to give more than we ever expected? Did we
think we could get a little something from Jesus, a dose of grace
to help us through the week? Did we come for the fellowship,
the music, the spiritual boost? No one can argue with those
reasons.”
He continues: “The risen Christ, however, may have had other
plans for this worship service. Christ may want to come under
our skins and transform us. Christ may see through us so that
something we have well-hidden comes to the surface. Christ may
kick out from under us the things we use to prop ourselves up
but that we don’t really need. Are we ready for that? Did we
bargain on that when we walked through the door today?”
—from The Wired Word
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Christian symbol:

a message from

OUR MINISTER

Who is our Neighbour?
I LOVE how our Lent theme of
Who Is Our Neighbour has
unfolded. From the way people
responded to the invitation to
decorate a house, to the various

PASCHAL CANDLE

This large, white candle is an
ancient symbol for Christ,
the light of the world. The
candle contains a cross
and/or an Alpha and Omega
to symbolize that Jesus is
eternal and always present
with his people. Also called
the Easter candle, it plays a
prominent role during Easter
vigils and celebrations. Some
churches also use the candle
during baptisms and
funerals.

A Prayer for Peace
Lead me from Death to Life,
from Falsehood to Truth.
Lead me from Despair to
Hope,
from Fear to Trust.
Lead me from Hate to Love,
from War to Peace.
Let Peace fill our Heart,
Our World, Our Universe.
—Mother Teresa

people we had in from different community organizations to
the Meatless Monday videos, the generosity of those who
contributed to gift cards and the conversations I had with
neighbours as I delivered them, our variation on the tradition
themes of Lent: prayer, fasting and almsgiving has been a
delight to experience with you. I have appreciated everyone’s
involvement and enthusiasm.
There has been a lot going on behind the scenes these past
few months. A grant application has been submitted to HRM
to help fund a basement renovation to serve the Food Bank
clients more effectively and make the space more inviting and
attractive. We won’t hear whether we will receive it until the
end of June. Another grant application was made to Region 15
of the United Church to help fund our new AV system, and we
hope to have that work started shortly. The Living Faith Story
group has been working on the profile for Stairs, this is the
first step in looking for your new minister.
Our scripture tells us that to everything there is a season… and
our season with Jessie is coming to an end; we will formally
celebrate her ministry with us in worship on April 24th; I will
miss her presence on Sunday mornings and our weekly
sessions together. Thank you for being a congregation that
always embraces a student and their particular gifts and skills
and provides an environment for them to learn and grow.
I am so thankful these last few days for the sun. The winter was
long, but the days are getting longer. I cut some quince
branches and brought them into my home a few days ago,
hoping that they will provide some colour by Easter. Our
theme for the Easter season is Terms of Resurrection.
(Continued on page 3)
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a message from

OUR MINISTER

Life and light

(Continued from page 2)

The Easter season lasts 50 days, from Easter
Sunday to Pentecost, incidentally one of my
FAVOURITE days of the church year and I am
really hoping we can worship in person for it
this year!
Please join us for our Holy Week Services:
Maundy Thursday @ 7:00 PM

In person only

Good Friday @ 3:00 PM

In person, Zoom
and Facebook Live

Easter Sunday @ 10:30 AM

In person, Zoom
and Facebook Live

In faith… Rev. Catherine

Easter is the assurance that no
matter how hopeless and dark
things appear, God is alive and
actively working. God transforms
brokenness into wholeness and
shines light into darkness. In the
words of the poet Christian Wiman
(from Every Riven Thing):
When the time’s toxins
have seeped into every cell …
somehow a seed of belief sprouts …
tugged upward by light …
—Jeanne Birrell

Palm Sunday as an advent

When a king came to town during Greco-Roman times,
citizens held an adventus ceremony, which led to the
word Advent. Liturgy specialist Chan Gyu Jang writes, “On
an Advent-oriented Palm Sunday, we know not only that
we face fierce opposition and ridicule in this world, but that
salvation comes in the least expected, most unforeseen
way: a baby born of a virgin and laid in a manger, a man
from Nazareth riding on a donkey, a ‘King of the Jews’
crucified between thieves, an empty tomb, wind and fire,
bread and wine, a trumpet call out of nowhere, yet heard in
every ear.”
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LOVE

That Matters
Gratitude, all year long

A eucharistic hymn

It’s not Thanksgiving time. But what if we
made a point to practice gratitude all year
long?

Bread of the world, in mercy broken,
Wine of the soul, in mercy shed,
By Whom the words of
life were spoken,
tzadeh
And in Whose death our sins are dead.

In her book Grateful, theologian Diana
Butler Bass writes: “As human beings, we
possess an intuitive awareness that we
depend on others to survive. We are safer
and happier when we care for each other
in community, when we do things for each
other. … … How we live together in and
with gratitude makes all the difference in
the world. Indeed, living gratefully makes
the world different.”

“Gratitude is not about stuff. Gratitude is
the emotional response to the surprise of
our very existence, to sensing that inner
light and realizing the astonishing sacred,
social, and scientific events that brought
each one of us into being. We cry out like
the psalmist, “I am fearfully and
wonderfully made!” (Ps. 139:14).”

Look on the heart by sorrow broken,
Look on the tears by sinners shed;
And be Thy feast to us the token,
That by Thy grace our souls are fed.
—Reginald Heber

Amen.
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FAITH

That Matters
A love-filled victory

The majesty of God’s creation

It’s tough to read about Jesus’ agony on
the cross, where he felt “forsaken” by God
(see Matthew 27:46). But as Philip Yancey
explains in Where Is God When It Hurts? the
Father didn’t desert Jesus — and doesn’t
desert us:

Earth Day offers a reminder to be wise
stewards of God’s creation.

“God was not ‘up there’ watching the tragic
events conspire ‘down here.’ God was in
Christ, reconciling the world to himself,” he
writes. “If Jesus was a mere man, his death
would prove God’s cruelty; the fact that he
was God’s Son proves instead that God fully
identifies with suffering humanity. On the
cross, God himself absorbed the awful pain
of this world.
“To some, the image of a pale body,
glimmering on a dark night, whispers of
defeat,” Yancey continues. “But another
sound can be heard: the shout of a God
crying out to human beings, ‘I LOVE YOU.’
Love was compressed for all history in that
lonely figure on the cross, who said that he
could call down angels at any moment on a
rescue mission but chose not to — because
of us.”

He concludes: “Any discussion of how pain
and suffering fit into God’s scheme
ultimately leads back to the cross.”

Former U.S. Senate chaplain Lloyd Ogilvie
wrote about how the universe reveals the
greatness of its Maker. “If we were to drive a
car day and night at top speed without
stopping,” he writes, “it would take us nine
years to reach the moon, 300 years to reach
the sun, 8,300 years to reach the planet
Neptune, 75 million years to reach Alpha
Centauri, and 700 million years to reach the
Pole Star.
“This is the reason the Psalmist, even with his
limited cosmology, could say, ‘When I consider
the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the
stars which Thou hast ordained; what is man,
that Thou dost take thought of him? And the
son of man, that Thou dost care for him? Yet
Thou hast made him a little lower than God,
and dost crown him with glory and majesty!’
(Psalm 8:3-5).” Astonishing indeed!
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Community
That Matters

When you hear Tufts Cove, you probably think of the
striped Nova Scotia Power stacks on the edge of the
Harbour, but Tufts Cove wasn’t always a commercial site,
and it wasn’t always called Tufts Cove
The Mi’kmaq community
that lived there called it
Turtle Grove, which formed
part of Mi’kma’ki, the
unceded territory of the
Mi’kmaq people. It is also
known as Kepe’kek or the
Narrows of the Harbour.
Settlers claimed the land as
their own.
You will find Tufts Cove

Road.

Dates on the tombstones in the Tufts Cove Cemetery go
back to the early 1800s. Since 2014, a group of
volunteers embarked on a restoration project that
continues to this day.

Remember to walk the

Among the residents that were lost to the Halifax

grounds with care, as each

Explosion in 1917 is a family who lived on the now vacant

stone marks a life and a

lot next door to Stairs Memorial United Church.

Cemetery at the end of
Lovett Street, off Windmill

loved one.

To participate in the sacrificial life and death of
Jesus Christ is to live already in his kingdom.
This is the essence of the Christian message, the
heart of the Good News, and it is why the cross
has become the chief Christian symbol.

A cross of all things — a guillotine, a
gallows — but the cross at the same time
as the crossroads of eternity and time, as
the place where such a mighty heart was
broken that the healing power of God
himself could flow through it into a sick and
broken world. It was for this reason that of
all the possible words they could have used
to describe the day of his death, the word
they settled on was “good.” Good Friday.
—Frederick Buechner
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Upcoming

EVENTS

MINISTRIES
at Stairs

Holy week
April 10-17, 2022
Palm/Passion Sunday
April 10, 2022
10:30 am
Maundy Thursday
April 14, 2022
7:00 pm (in person only)
Good Friday
April 15, 2022
3:00 pm
Easter Sunday
April 17, 2022
10:30 am
Second Sunday of Easter
April 24, 2022
10:30 am
Third Sunday of Easter
May 1, 2022
10:30 am

FAIR TRADE PANTRY
Chocolate bars, instant coffee as well as
Maritime Breakfast & Green Teas are
available by contacting Lorna at
lornar@ns.aliantzinc.ca

FOOD BANK
The food bank operates out of the
church hall on Wednesdays from 8:30 to
10:00 am. Donations and volunteers are
always welcome. The food bank can be
reached at (902) 469-2188.

UNITED CHURCH WOMEN
Turkey soup take-out meals will be
available for pick-up on March 8
between 3 and 4 pm. All sales must be
pre-ordered and prepaid.

STAIRS CHOIR
Practice on Wednesdays at 6 pm in the
church sanctuary, COVID restrictions
permitting.
New members always welcome!
SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:30 am
In person: 44 Hester Street
Online:
Zoom and
Facebook Live

REFUGEE MINISTRY
Mohamud’s application has taken
three years and we received notice
that he will arrive within the next few
months. If you would like to help with
his settlement, please let L.J. know:
lawrenceroche@outlook.com

